ACT THREE
PRUDBNCIA: You must be happy.
ANGUSTIAS: Naturally!
AMELIA [to MAGDALENA]: You've spilled the salt!
MAGDALEN A: You can't possibly have worse luck than you're having.
AMELIA: It always brings bad luck.
BBRNARDA: That's enough!
PRUDENCIA [to ANGUSTIAS]: Has he given you the ring yet?
ANGUSTIAS: Look at it.
[She holds it out.]
PRUDENCIA: It's beautiful Three pearls. La my day, pearls signified
tears.
ANGUSTIAS: But things have changed now.
ADELA: I don't think so. Things go on meaning the same. Engage-
ment rings should be diamonds.
PONCIA: The most appropriate.
BERNARD A: With pearls or without them, things are as one proposes.
MARTIRIO: Or as God disposes.
PRUDENCIA: I've been told your furniture is beautiful
BERNARD A: It cost sixteen thousand reales.
PONCIA [interrupting]: The best is the wardrobe with the mirror.
PRUDENCIA: I never saw a piece like that.
BERNARDA: "We had chests.
PRUDENCIA: The important thing is that everything be for the
best.
ADELA: And that you never know.
BERNARDA: There's no reason why it shouldn't be.
[Bells are heard very distantly.]
PRUDENCIA: The last calt
[To ANGUSTIAS]
Til be coming back to have you show me your clothes.
ANGUSTIAS: Whenever you like.
PRUDENCIA: Good evening - God bless you!
BERNARDA: Good-bye, Prudencia.
ALL FIVE DAUGHTERS [at the same time]: God go with you!
[Pause. PRUDENCIA goes out.]
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